The Eastern Question

to be maintained in the Adriatic, the -^gean and the Black
Sea, but if there were any alteration, then Italy would support
Great Britain in Egypt and Britain would reciprocate as
regards Tripoli. In 1902 Italy had an understanding with
Austria she would not be opposed in that region, and at the
same time Italy promised France that she would offer no
objection.to French activities in Morocco for a quid pro quo
in Tripoli, and Italian neutrality was guaranteed in the event
of a German attack on France. Then in the autumn of
1909 the King of Italy and the Czar of Russia upon the
occasion of their meeting at Racconigi reached an agreement
whereby Russia would not make difficulties in the event of
Italian operations in Tripoli and Italy would view with
favour Russian desires with regard to the "Straits." Thus
was the ground prepared for the Italian campaign.

The Bosnian crisis of 1908 had stimulated Italy's pretensions,
but the Morocco crisis combined with Turkish troubles in
Albania decided her to act. Also there had been obstruction
on the part of the Turks to Italian commercial enterprises in
Tripoli, and so on September 26th Italy sent an ultimatum
to the Porte.- War was declared by Italy on September 29th
and on October 5th troops were landed. Early in November
Signor Giolitti proclaimed the annexation of Tripoli and
Cyrenaica. However, the campaign was very much more
formidable than had been anticipated by Italy and the con-
tinuance of the war alarmed the European Powers. The
Balkan states were showing signs of restlessness. At first
Aerenthal viewed the coming struggle with comparative
indifference, but General Conrad von Hoetzendorf enquired
whether an attack on Italy might not solve the Italian problem
and whether this might not be an opportunity to proceed
in the Balkans. Aerenthal was wholly opposed to these
suggestions and the General was obliged to resign in December.
On October 23rd the Russian Ambassador to the Porte,
Monsieur Tcharykoff, offered the Turkish Government a
Russian guarantee for Constantinople and the surrounding
district in return for the freedom of the Straits. Turkey,
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